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GFOA Budget Awards 

Program Background

ÅEstablished in 1984

ÅEducational purpose:

ïEncouragement and recognition

ïAssistance

ÅFocus on budget document

ÅIncorporates NACSLBôs Budget Guidelines

ÅIncorporates GFOAôs Recommended 
Practices



Eligibility

ÅApproximately 1,100 participants in the GFOA 

Distinguished Budget Presentation Awards Program

ïAbout 90% of all award winners have budget document 

hyperlinks available on GFOAôs website at: 

http://gfoa.org/documents/Budget_Winners_2005_000.doc

ÅOpen to both general-purpose and special-purpose 

governments

ÅOpen to all U.S. and Canadian governments

ÅOpen to both annual, biennial, and triennial budgets

ÅOpen to any type of budget submission (hard copy, CD, 

web-based)



Benefits of Participation

ÅPractical method for continually improving 

the budget document

ÅEvidence of sound financial management

ïPositive factor in credit ratings

ÅRecognition for government and staff



Budget Awards Program Criteria

ÅAvailable on GFOA website (ñFormsò)

Å27 criteria

ï14 mandatory

ÅFour categories

ïPolicy document

ïFinancial plan

ïOperations guide

ïCommunications device



Award Decision

ÅCompliance with all 14 mandatory criteria

ïAt least two ñproficientò or ñoutstandingò 

ratings

ÅPositive overall assessment for each of the 

four basic categories

ïAt least two ñproficientò or ñoutstandingò 

ratings





ÅInitiative begun in 1993

ÅPurpose = identification of ñbest practicesò

ÅGoal = comprehensive framework for each 

functional area of public finance

ÅAlmost 100 recommended practices issued 

to date

ï20 budgeting

GFOA Recommended Practices 

Initiative



Concise Budget Summary (1996)

ÅInclude concise summary in budget 
documentation (both operating and capital 
components)

ÅPublicly available (for both proposed and adopted 
budget)

ÅMany potential formats (transmittal letter, budget 
message, executive summary, budget-in-brief)

Åhttp://www.gfoa.org/services/rp/budget/budget-
providing-budget.pdf



Concise Budget Summary (cont.)

ÅMinimum Requirements

ïMajor changes in priorities or service levels 

(and factors leading to change)

ïPriorities and key issues for new budget

ïMajor financial factors and trends

ïFinancial summary data for three-year period 

(revenues/expenditures/other)

ïBalanced budget
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