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GFOA Budget Awards
Program Background

A Established in 1984

A Educational purpose:
I Encouragement and recognition
I Assistance

A Focus on budgetocument
Al ncor por at ®@sdgeNFUOSines 6
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Practices



Eligibility

A Approximately 1,100 participants in the GFOA
Distinguished Budget Presentation Awards Program

About 90% of all award winners have budget document
hyperl i nks avail able on GF
http://gfoa.org/documents/Budget_ Winners 2005 000.doc

A Open to both generglurpose and speciaurpose
governments

A O
A O
A O

pen to all U.S. and Canadian governments
nen to both annual, biennial, and triennial budgets

nen to any type of budget submission (hard copy, C

web-based)



Benefits of Participation

A Practical method for continually improving
the budget document

A Evidence of sound financial management
I Positive factor in credit ratings

A Recognition for government and staff



Budget Awards Program Criteria

AAvail abl e on
A 27 criteria

I 14 mandatory
A Four categories

I Policy document

I Financial plan

I Operations guide

I Communications device

GFOA webs



Award Decision

A Compliance with all 14 mandatory criteria
ITAt | east two NnNproficl €
ratings
A Positive overall assessment for each of the
four basic categories

ITAt | east two ANproficl €
ratings
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GFOA Recommended Practices
Initiative

A Initiative begun in 1993
APurpose = identific

A Goal = comprehensive framework for each
functional area of public finance

A Almost 100 recommended practices issuec
to date

I 20 budgeting



Concise Budget Summary (1996)

A Include concise summary in budget
documentation (both operating and capital
components)

A Publicly available (for both proposed and adopted
budget)

A Many potential formats (transmittal letter, budget
message, executive summary, buegedbrief)

A http://ww.gfoa.org/services/rp/budget/budget
providing-budget.pdf



Concise Budget Summary (cont.)

A Minimum Requirements

I Major changes in priorities or service levels
(and factors leading to change)

I Priorities and key issues for new budget
I Major financial factors and trends

I Financial summary data for thrgear period
(revenues/expenditures/other)

| Balanced budget



City of Richland,

Washington

Budget At AGlance

- o) et

MISSION STATEMENT

The City of Richland is responsible for furnishing
cost-effective services and well-maintained
facilities, safeguarding the public and property,
enhancing the community's favorable quality of
life, protecting Richland’s natural environment
and sustaining a healthy, growing economy.

YOUR RICHLAND CITY COUNCIL

Bob Thompson
Mayor

Gerald Greenfield
Mayor Pro-Tem

Larry Haler
Council Member

Carol Moser
Council Member

Rita Mazur
Council Member

Rob Welch
Council Member

John Fox
Council Member

John C. Darrington
City Manager

Bill King
Deputy City Manager

Gearing Up For Growth

BUDGET HIGHLIGHTS

anetgmnof13FTEs which represented a 2.7%
increase in total number of employees from 2002.

The 2003 budget is impacted by the unusual
occurrence of a 27th pay period, which occurs
only every thirteen years. In developing the
budget, decision packages were ranked using
budget priorities of basic health and safety,
maintenance of basic services and 2003 City

objectives. The major areas of focus for 2003
include:

2 Incorporation of year 2003 objectives from
Council’'s five-year goals.

. Continue to seek statutory changes to
offset Waste Treatment Plant construction

impacts.

. Implement succession planning and
development template.
Continued economic diversification efforts.
Address increased law enforcement needs.

Further impiement “Shared Values”
concepts.

“ Rate review considerations for Water,
Wastewater and Stormwater Utilities.

> Expanded leverage of local dollars through
grants and other outside resources.

> Allocate staff resources in various key
service areas.

3 Expand Electric Utility renewal and
replacement program.

. Complete construction of Lee Boulevard
Boat Dock.

. Construct Howard Amon Park River
themed play area.

- Continued aggressive efforts to market
City-owned real estate.

< Allocation of resources to improve road
infrastructure.



City of
Santa
Barbara,
California



